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Animi Motus Fluctuum
Pride is a dangerous emotion which has contributed to conflicts, both small and worldwide, but which also has become a means for keeping nations and organizations together over the ages.  It has fueled wars, strengthened countries, and formed alliances.  Nations have been held together by a common feeling that the people shared and fueled themselves.  While this emotion is, of course, just an emotion, its hold over humans can cause even the most strong-willed person to behave erratically.  This is pride.

Take for example, a petty argument between two passengers on an airplane, Shawn and Ted.  Shawn began by simply commenting that the music being played throughout the plane was terrible.  Ted, while not feeling personally offended, decided to innocently interject his opinion for the sake of conversation.  After a few less-than-friendly comments and the exchange of opinions, the conversation quickly turned from innocent to argumentative.  After both Shawn and Ted had stated and re-stated their points, they could not seem to come to any sort of agreement.  All the while, the true matter at hand began to 
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fade away; tempers began to flare, and pride began to rise in both passengers.  The original argument became unimportant, and the quarrel had become a matter of pride.  In cases like this, the participant who ends up proving their point the clearest, oftentimes does not end up “winning.”  Pride has a way of raising up subconscious defenses and preventing rational thought.

Another example of pride clouding judgment and fueling hatred is the American Revolution.  After American colonists listed their grievances and declared independence from Britain, tension and hostility began to build between the two nations.  The hostilities being transmitted across the Atlantic were not entirely the product of thorough and rational thought, however.  Swelling pride contributed a great deal to the lack of negotiation between Britain and the newly declared United States of America.  Had the war been prevented, thousands upon thousands of American colonists and British soldiers would have been spared their lives.  Pride’s role in this situation was one that spawned a feeling of indignation.  The ultra-powerful British Empire was rarely challenged so boldly, and their feelings of pride had soared in the recent years because of their power.  The supposed absurdity of the colonists’ declaration of independence was a direct 
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insult to Britain’s territory, their power, and less obviously, their sense of pride.

Although in the above cases, pride has played a negative role in human relations, its effects are not always detrimental.  Nearly all countries strive for the people to have pride for their nation.  When the people are proud of their country, it generally is a statement as to how well the government is doing its job and the current socioeconomic state.  If the government is doing well, the people are generally happy.  If the people are happy, they will praise their country and tell of its benefits.  They will have pride for their country and their country’s government.  The cohesiveness of a nation or any large organization will many times be rooted in the organization’s self-pride.  Pride can be the end-result of a people’s contentment, self-respect, and a reflection of a person’s success or status.
A real-life example of pride would be American citizen’s response to the attacks on September 11th.  Immediately following the terrorist attacks, Americans felt a number of emotions: fear, hate, insecurity, and sorrow, to name only a few.  From these negative emotions eventually stemmed pride, and from pride, a positive outlook on the future for the country.  Had pride and hope not existed, what state would we be in now, as a nation?  While the pride, since September 
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11th, has been projected and diverted into more destructive areas, for a time, we finally focused on helping ourselves, and bridging the social, economic, and racial gaps that have plagued this country since its creation.  For a time, fear and pride became our great equalizers.
Pride is that in which we strive to achieve.  We toil in an effort to give ourselves a feeling of worthiness that is also perceived by others.  From the simplest dream of the blue-collar worker to the highest aspirations of a great nation, pride drives us and crashes us back down to our knees.  It is a feeling of self worth that can empower a nation, or just one person.  When given the chance, pride is a force to be reckoned with which has the ability to change and shape our very future, or if used incorrectly, ruin that in which we call our future.  This has been proven time and time again by those we know, and by those great historical figures that we learn about.  Their mistakes, and their hasty actions based on pride would be a great source of enlightenment to us, that is, if only we weren’t too proud to realize it.
